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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
8 April 2025


Board Members present

Dave McNeal, Chair
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Kit McBurney
Frank Cooper
David Cannon
Robert Emmingham (excused absence)
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez (absent)

Meeting in the Benton County Administration Building was called to order at 6:30 p.m. The agenda for the April meeting and the minutes for the March meeting were both approved as presented.

Chair Report
Chair McNeal recently attended a staffing/funding committee meeting with Robin and Adam and is looking forward to the progress that committee may make. He also reminded the board of the priorities it chose to focus on this year (staffing, funding, the ordinance, pride in parks, etc) and spoke of the importance of keeping track of those.

Committee Reports
Adam spoke about the future of the Parks Department in terms of Benton County and its goals, needs and personnel requirements, and how it may be time for the Parks Department to evolve.

Meetings in regard to this evolution are planned for the first Wednesday of the next two months and Adam hopes to have some sort of a strategy for possible funding and staffing to bring to the bark board sometime in the summer.

David Cannon asked about the status of mapping Tapteal Trail through Horn Rapids Park and Adam explained that the project was about halfway done and would probably be completed this weekend. The plan is to have the Park Board formally adopt the riverside trail through the park as the “Tapteal Trail” at its May meeting, which will coincide with the Tapteal Greenway’s 30th anniversary celebrations.  Benton County would become the first entity to do this, officially.

Staff Report
Adam provided brief updates on the Two Rivers Park burnt bathroom situation and the Hover parking lot project. He also explained that after the typically slow winter months things are starting to get a little busier in the parks.

Dave McNeal reported that in a recent drive-through of Horn Rapids Park he saw a vehicle pull into the brush out of sight and another camper parked like they intended to stay there. He then brought up the issue of how the board and County are going to address individuals who show up to camp even though the campground is closed.

Business
Jim Langdon with the Friends of Badger Mountain (FOBM) talked to the board about people making unauthorized trails on the mountains.

The trails, which are used by mountain bikers, are not built to the standards used by Friends of Badger on the mountains for width, grade, camber, and tread; and can scar the landscape, cause damage to plants, and degrade more quickly and easily.

The Park Board will address the creation of trails in the ordinance at its May meeting.

Kit McBurney asked how the Badger and Candy Mountain Preserves are protected. Adam and Jim Langdon explained how the preserves were purchased by FOBM through fundraising and the land was then transferred to the County. Some of the land was also purchased with grant funding from the state for the purpose of conservation. Only approved trails are authorized to be constructed after going through the proper channels of Benton County and FOBM boards.

David Cannon brought up the idea of conservation versus preservation in terms of access and asked if the unauthorized trails could eventually be legitimized.

Jim Langdon said that if it went through the proper channels and were built to established standards that FOBM would not necessarily oppose new trails or mountain bike trails.

Since the unauthorized bike trail appears to be fairly well-made Frank Cooper suggested reaching out to the trail builder and possibly working with them to bring the trail up to standards.

David Cannon suggested that mountain bikers, especially perhaps teenagers, might not have anywhere else to ride and highlighted the importance of promoting other riding venues, trails and groups.

Adam said he will try and make contact with the trail builders if possible and agreed that other trail options should be explored with groups such as the Shrub-Steppe Trails Alliance. While an approved trail in the future may be possible, it was determined that the unauthorized trail should be shut down.

A motion was introduced and passed by the board to shut down the unauthorized trail on Candy Mountain, post signage that it was closed, and to reach out to the builder.




Public Comment
Mickie Chamness: Talked about how the trail on Candy Mountain is one of the few high-quality shrub-steppe areas left in the preserves and described how more people on any trail causes more damage in terms of weeds and dust and decreased habitat. She also shared that the Native Plant Society will be holding a “Bio-Blitz” this coming weekend.

Joette Sheeley: A resident on Hover Road for 32 years, she spoke about the building of unauthorized trails and ditches and degradations to the landscape in the area. She hopes the board’s efforts in curtailing rogue trail building are more successful than she’s ever been.
Gary Westergard: Talked about the prevalence of mountain bikers pretty much everywhere now and how horse riders see bike tracks whenever they ride.

Dan Chappel: Said the issue of rogue trails and bike riders is not going away and that mountain biking is not compatible with horse riding. He said the issue will come to a head because bikers don’t ask permission before riding.

George Hager: Reported an increase in shooters at the range and said the RCO grant is just about written.

Poll of the Board
Kit McBurney: Brought up the ideas of balancing conservation and use in parks and preserves and thanked FOBM for its work.

Michael LeCompte: Appreciated the good turnout for the meeting and thanked everyone for coming.

David Cannon: Thanked FOBM for their constant work on behalf of what is probably the County’s most used parks/preserves (Badger and Candy).

Dave McNeal: Thanked Jim Langdon for presenting the issue to the board and explained that misuse won’t be erased, but perhaps it can be diminished as part of the Park Board’s process, with the ordinance perhaps playing a role.
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